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Attorney Meaghan E. Kelly concentrates her practice in the areas of taxation,
estate planning, probate and trust administration, business planning, and state
and local administrative law.
Prior to joining Doherty, Ciechanowski, Dugan & Cannon, Ms. Kelly served as
the Chief of the Estate and Gift Tax Department at the Rhode Island Division
of Taxation. In this role, she was responsible for auditing and assessing estate
tax returns filed with the division, as well as reviewing all estate planning
documentation accompanying the returns to ensure accuracy and compliance
with all state and federal laws.
Before being promoted to Chief of the Estate and Gift Tax Department, she
served as a senior legal counsel representing the division in all phases of
contested tax liabilities (including cases involving sales and use tax, cigarette
and tobacco tax and corporate tax audit), in addition to those challenging
the state’s ability to impose tax obligations on out-of-state retailers. She also
served as the division’s Keeper of the Records and liaison with various state and
federal agencies, fostering joint investigations into alleged tax evasion, money
laundering, false claims litigation and various other financial investigations.
Ms. Kelly received her juris doctor from Roger Williams University School of Law
and her masters of laws degree in taxation from Boston University School of
Law’s Graduate Tax Program.
While in law school, she was a member of the honors program and law review.
She served on the law review editorial board as an articles editor in her final year
of law school and was the recipient of the CALI Excellence for the Future Award
in both international law and trial advocacy. Ms. Kelly received a Bachelor of Arts
in Political Science from the University of Delaware.
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